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I4a* 8. Connell
CONNELLLAW FIRM
502 W. Spruce
P,0, Box 9108
Missoula, tvtT 59807
Ph (406) 327-tsr7

Portland, OR 97209
Phr (s03) 84r.5231

forPlaintiffs

ROBERT BAXTER" STF\EN STQELB,
STEPIIBNSPBCKART, M.P" C, PAUL
LOEHNEN, M,D., LAR AIJIIO, M.D,,
GBORGBRISI, JR, M.D. and
cvoMPAssIoN & cgolcEs,

MONTANA FIR.ST JUDICTAL DISTRTCT COURT,
LBWIS AND EJ.ARK COIJNTY

)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)

Judge: DorotbyMcOarta
Csr":eNo. ADV2007-787

PTAINNFFS' RE$PO}ISBS TO
STATE OF MONTANA'S FIRST

DISCO\TERYREQTJESTS

,/tl
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PIabdtrs,
v. 

-
STATB OF MONTANA andMIKB
MCCRATH, ATTORNEY GENERAL,

Defendants. )
J

PlaiutifB respondto Defeudant State ofMdutaoars First DiscoveryReguests as foltows:

${TERRC'-GATQRY Ng,,Li Define "ai4 in dying:;8s if is used in the Coraplain!

i:rcluding the specifio madicatiou(p) aad prooess(es) involved, qny differ€ncss bstween the [pe,

dose, and amount of medication prescribed furpalliativc cre and n'aid in dylngJ' fho resulfing
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,parsou unlcrsps& wbat he or shcis dobg ard&eprobable oonsogucnces ofhil orbst acts.

Mental competeoce will be iletcrmincd by tbo pcrsou's anending physician baued rryou &e

pbpioln's profesbioul judgplrd md assessmont of &s relevfut nredisel widenc€'

INTEBB9SATORY N.g.-g Define "terninally ilt adult patieof' as it is used in tbe

Coruplaint, inoludiog tbe specifio class &at Plabd.SPatiFBB' purpori to r€poscnt, tbs disesses

tbaf qay qualify for uqrniaal ilbesc, qrpectpd tradnal p,oposi* wbo will detonnius the

itiagnosis and prognosis, ard auyotbor objeoti'lo sandsds tbst delimit tbe defirdtion,

nN$Sm,Rl :le em "tctgi+31ry1lk4gE!uc*.e, as uead in the complair4 mo'ss a

pcrsor 18 years of age or older v&o has an incruable or tnwersiblo ooodltion tba! trgg$-q
adsflisfation ot@sustair{4g-g9gtugt, wi[ btbe opinion of his or ber atteoding phJxsiaiao,

'.-,!'t,,r'#'.

result ir dr*b W, Tbie defnltion is uot tiraltod to any qpecific eet of

ilhesses, conditious or dieeases. The pdimt plairdffs h ftis case rqresoot tbo class.ofMomua

citizcns who are monelly competouf adull te,rminally ill undertbie dcfiotdo& and wisb to avdl

$ernselves oftbedgbtte atd in dying Tbe patient'e diagnCIisanclprognosiswil} bedetsrmhed

byhis oria afieodirg physician.

II{IERRqG,6TO&V Nn,.si Deffne "a dying prooeso tbe patie,nt finds intolerable" 8s it

is useit ia the Coqplabg including any objocdve slandffds &at dslimit the dpfinitlon.

AI.ISIIER This is a $$jeoti\redet€cntoationmailebytbeindtvidual patieotbasedupon

bis cr her medical condfion and circunsances' q'mPloms' od pe.tsoaal values and beliefs'

S*$uFBQGASQRY NO. e: Defioe bow a pati€Dt e€ekiDg "atd in dylog:' 'toguoee 
'suoh

assistange' as it is.described la tbo Complaint
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Richard Wonderlyr M, D.
Theresa Schrempp, Esq.

3841 48ti Avenue FIE
Seattle, WA 98105

Q06) ns-n23
.-. i i

Alex Scbadenberg
Executive director
Buthanasia Preventioa Coalition
P, O. Box 25033
Landon, ON N6C 6A8

October 22,2009

Dear Mr. Sohadonberg:

We are a pbysiciart and an attorney iu Washington State where assisted suioido is regrettably legal.
We wite to comment on the lawsuit in Conneoticut which sesks to legalize "aid in dyng" for
"terminally ill patients."

The terms "aid in dying" aud "terminally illu imply that legallzation would apply only to dying
patients, Don't count on it. In Montana, where thero is another lawsuit involviag "aid in dyit€",
assisted suicide advocates define the phrase "terminally ill patientrr as follows:

[A] person 18 years of age or older who has an incurable or irreversible condition that,
without the administration of Hfe-sustaining treatment, will, in the opinion of his or her
attending pbysician, result in death within a relatively short time.
(,See, Bnolosed interrogatory Responses from Montana Plaintiffs)

Shockingly, this definition is broad enough to include an l8 year old who is insulin dependent or
dependent on kidney dialysis, or a young adult with stable HIV/AIDS. Bach of these
live for decades with appropriate medical treatment. Yet, they are "terminally-illqlggl
defrnition promot@ 

". 
(m ft-ca )' r'--..t '-

Once somEone is labeled "teffdnal," an easy justification can be made that their treatrnent or
coverage should be denied in favor of someone more deserring. In Oregon, whorq assisted suicide
has been legal for years, "terrninal" patients have not only been denied ooverage for beatment, they
have been offered assisted suioide instead. The most well-lnown cases involve Barbara lVagner and
Randy Stroup, reported at htlp:{}vyqw3.bgr.rews*go,com/HealtVcomments?tvpe=story&id=5517492.

Those who believe that assisted suicide promotes tee choioo may discover that is does auything but.

vg{gtv yorpn ,( t W. \-^//
l/rka A//ut'W

Tl{esa pchrempp, Attorney at Law

[(*]*t\A L.hr"J2{rr\ r'' l)
fuchard'Wonderly M, D. 1

Enclosure
H :\Schrcmpp\M tSC1Schadenbergltr.doc
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